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ON THE WAY TO A
NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
FOR SERBIA
Dear readers,
It is a great pleasure for me to introduce to you the ﬁrst newsletter
of the “SDGs for All” Platform, which has just successfully
completed its ﬁrst year of work. Congratulations on a job well done!
The Platform brings together non-state actors from all segments of
the society facilitating a broad and inclusive dialogue on the 2030
Agenda as well as raising its importance and shared responsibility
of all. It is managed by some of the leading civil society organizations in Serbia and is structured into three pillars, thus corresponding to the three dimensions of sustainable development: social,
economic and environmental, while recognizing the interdependence of all 17 Sustainable Development Goals – known as SDGs.
Supporting our Serbian partners on their European path is the overarching strategic framework of our bilateral development cooperation. Consequently, together with our like-minded colleagues from
the Swiss Development Cooperation, we also support the coordination and implementation of the 2030 Agenda as a most viable
pathway for a sustainable future due to its cross-cutting and holistic
nature. We see the EU accession process and the 2030 Agenda as
mutually reinforcing processes that should lead to a common vision
of sustainable development.
Having in mind the above-mentioned, let me also congratulate the
Government of Serbia for expressed readiness to initiate the work
on a new National Sustainable Development Strategy - thereby
reaﬃrming its strong commitment to accelerating reforms and
growth.
To advance towards a sustainable Europe by 2030, this is a great
opportunity to align ongoing reforms in the environmental, social
and economic spheres and to bring together under one roof the
objectives stemming from the EU accession, the Green Deal and
respectively the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans, as well as
other key reform agendas.
In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, the development of the new
strategy can be considered not only as an opportunity, but also as a
great momentum to “build back better”; a chance to enhance
coordination between public institutions – and across the public,
private and civil sectors.
This endeavour should be used to jointly agree on long-term goals
that will help Serbia get where we all want to see it, and in this endeavour we would like to continue to support our Serbian partners.
The main challenge will be to deﬁne achievable and relevant
targets for all citizens, in line with the principle of “leaving no one
behind”.
We trust that the quality and technical solidity of the output will
derive from an inclusive, participatory process – twinning the
bottom-up and top-down approach. And, of course, the whole
process requires adequate civil society participation as well as
guidance and ownership from the central government to steer the
process. We are convinced that the Serbian government will facilitate a meaningful dialogue across the Serbian society to deﬁne
common goals based on development priorities.
The German and the Swiss governments stand ready to continue
supporting their Serbian partners at central and local level, from the
public and non-governmental sectors, in order to develop a sound
and coherent development framework that encompasses international reform agendas and local realities. Evidence also shows that
the best results can be achieved when local and central govern-
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ments, state and non-state actors, come together to deﬁne
common goals and work hand in hand to achieve them.
In this sense, we aim to raise awareness on the importance of
implementing the SDGs and support our partners in facilitating an
inclusive dialogue on reform priorities in accordance with the 2030
Agenda and in line with other national strategies. With this in mind,
we promote a broad consultative process across Serbia through the
“SDGs for All” Platform, which ensures close exchange between the
non-state actors and national and sub-national state institutions on
key development challenges and opportunities aligned with the
SDGs.
As ambitious as the 2030 Agenda is, I am not revealing any secret
by stating that it was also a challenge for Germany to ﬁnd a suitable
approach to “nationalize” the SDGs and adapt them to the country
context.
In 2002, Germany’s ﬁrst National Sustainability Strategy was
adopted, which has been updated and further developed regularly.
The latest revision came into force on 10th of March 2021 and prior
to the adoption there were two main steps in involving nongovernmental stakeholders:
As a ﬁrst step, a series of regional conferences were held in diﬀerent
parts of Germany at the end of 2019 and beginning of 2020. Here
the new concept was presented and discussed with civil society
and interested citizens. The second step was the opportunity to
comment on the draft of the new strategy. The draft was published
in autumn last year and then, during a period of several weeks, civil
society organizations and citizens had the possibility to comment
on it. Their inputs were considered, discussed and included in the
ﬁnal version of the strategy.
As a partner in development cooperation for more than 20 years
we strongly and actively support Serbia on its way to sustainable
development through a society-wide dialogue for the beneﬁt of all
of its citizens.
Yours sincerely,
Christian Schilling
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SUSTAINABILITY
CHAMPIONS IN ZAJEČAR
The Responsible Business Forum and Smart Kolektiv held a
workshop in Zaječar on the role of the business sector in the
achievement of sustainable development. The workshop participants had an opportunity to get acquainted with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and how they can contribute to
achieving the 2030 Agenda’s vision through their business activities.

Read more...

NEW PUBLICATION OF
BELGRADE OPEN SCHOOL:
A FEW WORDS ABOUT
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
The Belgrade Open School’s project team published “A Few Words
about Sustainable Development” under the “SDGs for All” Platform in
order to better acquaint citizens with important environmental
issues, which are contained in SDGs – clean water and sanitary conditions, available and renewable energy, responsible consumption
and production, climate action, life below water and on land.

Read more...

CONTRIBUTING TO THE
2030 AGENDA
IMPLEMENTATION IN THE
REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
The Centre for Advanced Economic Studies (CEVES) published two
analyses of how to improve the economic aspects of sustainable
development - “A Pathway to Social Consensus on Key Objectives
for Sustainable Urban Development“ and “Reducing Inequalities –
a Pathway to Sustainable Development”. The objective of both
analyses is to contribute to the 2030 Agenda implementation in the
Republic of Serbia.

Link 1

HEALTHCARE,
PREVENTION AND
TREATMENT OF
OTHER ILLNESSES
DURING THE
COVID-19
PANDEMIC
The Centre for Democracy and “Ana and Vlade Divac” Foundations
held a webinar on “Access to Healthcare, Prevention and Treatment
of Other Illnesses during the COVID-19 Pandemic“ on 11 March 2021.
The participants discussed about segments related to the healthcare system standards and quality in Serbia, access to regular
healthcare during the pandemic, a draft plan for the optimisation of
healthcare institutions in the Republic of Serbia and employment
and hiring and working conditions in the healthcare sector.

Link 2

Read more...

THIS ISSUE’S INTERVIEW

SERBIAN MUNICIPALITIES
ARE PREPARED TO HELP
FAMILIES TO RECONCILE
WORK AND PARENTHOOD:
AN INTERVIEW WITH
GORDANA BJELOBRK

According to a survey on the reconciliation between work and
parenthood in local self-government units (LSGs) conducted by
the Ministry for Family Welfare and Demography, only every ﬁfth
municipality or town in Serbia, in co-operation with local
employers, have deﬁned policies aimed at providing support to
families with small children, single parents or young married
couples, which would enable them to reconcile work and
parenthood better.
Therefore, we spoke with Ms Gordana Bjelobrk, a demographer
from the Statistical Oﬃce of the Republic of Serbia, who
emphasised the necessity for the active involvement of local
self-government units in an urgent issue relating to the rehabilitation of procreation and parenthood.
“Given the fact that local self-government is responsible for the
quality of life of the citizens living in its territory and that it can
recognise the needs of parents in the best possible manner,
LSGs should act strategically and should have a clearly deﬁned
action plan, measures and activities that would ensure
sustainable reproductive behaviour of citizens in the long-term
“, said Bjelobrk.

Ms Bjelobrk added: “Based on the survey results, we can
conclude that ﬂexible working hours, as one of the beneﬁts
most frequently used by employers worldwide, are not
suﬃciently immanent in this country. She also pointed out that a
majority of municipalities do not provide for ﬂexible working
hours, however a half of them is prepared to provide such work
arrangements in the future.

Read more...
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