
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Fund for sustainable local development 

Initiatives for innovative health and environmental measures on local 

level 

 

 

1. What is the Fund for sustainable local development? 

The Fund for sustainable local development is supported by the Swiss and German 

Development Cooperation and implemented by GIZ, within the project “Public Finance Reform 

– 2030 Agenda”. Through this fund the PFR-2030 Agenda Project will administer health and 

environmental initiatives with an aim to support innovative measures at a local level, aligned 

with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and based on a broad multi-stakeholder 

participation. The Fund for sustainable local development will target the Project’s 10 pilot 

municipalities: Priboj, Požega, Užice, Sremski Karlovci, Pirot, Žaječar, Bor, Knjaževac, Apatin 

and Sombor.  

2. Which kind of initiatives will be supported? 

Submitted initiative proposals should target at least two areas of intervention identified in 

the Report “Serbia 2030: Development priorities" and listed below:  

• Healthy life and health care available to all (post-COVID health recovery 

measures, preventive healthcare, reproductive health, improving the positions of 

healthy lifestyles etc.) 

• Clean and resilient local communities (air quality, water quality, waste 

management, wastewater treatment, sustainable transport system, green public 

spaces etc.) 

• Accountable and efficient use of natural resources (reduction of waste 

generation, energy efficiency and renewable energy etc.) 

• Preservation of natural and cultural heritage (protection of natural resources, 

biodiversity and cultural monuments, prevention of natural disasters as floods, 

earthquakes, fires etc.) 



 

 

Report “Serbia 2030: Development priorities" in available on the following link (Serbian 

language): Izveštaj „Srbija 2030: razvojni prioriteti – izveštaj nedržavnog sektora” - Održivi 

razvoj za sve (sdgs4all.rs) 

At the same time, the proposals should reflect the interlinked nature of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) by outlining how proposed solutions will address diverse and 

interrelated challenges. Also, the initiatives should address the Leave No One Behind (LNOB) 

Principle and Gender equality, as well as consider challenges and consequences posed by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The duration of the initiatives is foreseen to be up to 12 months with a budget of up to EUR 

30,000.00 per the initiative. An accompanying technical support program from the application 

phase through to reporting and follow-up will be provided by the Project. Implementation of 

the selected initiatives is foreseen to start in June 2021. 

 

3. What are the SDGs? 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 associated targets are at the core of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which was adopted in September 2015 by all 

UN Member States as a new plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. The SDGs were 

proceeded by the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which expired at the end of 2015. 

Unlike the MDGs, all UN Member States agreed to strive to achieve the SDGs within their 

own countries, at all levels, as well as to use them to guide their bilateral and multilateral 

interactions with other countries. The 17 Goals aim to reduce poverty and hunger, improve 

health, advance education, promote gender equality, make cities more sustainable, ensure 

energy access and combat climate change, ensure peaceful and inclusive societies, and 

secure the resources and partnerships to implement the Agenda, among other ambitions. 

The implementation of the 17 sustainable development goals, with 169 sub-goals contained 

in the 2030 Agenda benefits all citizens and their everyday life and can only be achieved if it 

is tackled on multiple levels – from the governments, through the local authorities, to the civil 

society organizations (CSO), academics, the media and citizens, along with the business 

sector. With the aim to initiate a society-wide dialogue for defining and implementing SDG-

related policy priorities and open space for discussion, the PFR-2030 Agenda Project 

established the “SDGs for All” Platform. More about Platform for social-wide dialogue, 

documents developed, E-learning program and on-going events is available at the following 

link: SDGs for All - Agenda 2030 dialogue platform (sdgs4all.rs) 

https://sdgs4all.rs/documents/izvestaj-srbija-2030-razvojni-prioriteti-izvestaj-nedrzavnog-sektora/
https://sdgs4all.rs/documents/izvestaj-srbija-2030-razvojni-prioriteti-izvestaj-nedrzavnog-sektora/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sdgs4all.rs/en/


 

 

4. Who can apply? 

Initiative proposals should be submitted by civil society organisations (CSOs), as lead 

partners, in formal partnership with the local self-governments (LSGs) from the same 

municipality or city where CSO is registered (through partnership agreements, MoUs and 

other partnership forms). Local CSOs have to be registered in one of the following cities and 

municipalities: Priboj, Požega, Užice, Sremski Karlovci, Pirot, Žaječar, Bor, Knjaževac, Apatin 

and Sombor. The additional participation of the private sector, education institutions, other 

CSOs, media and other development stakeholders is strongly encouraged and along with 

other selection criteria will be considered as an advantage when assessing the applications. 

It is possible to include more than one municipality from the above list in a proposed 

initiative and in those cases, the same eligibility criteria will apply. This means that only 

one CSO from one of the targeted municipalities can be a formal applicant, but need to 

have a formal partner, a registered CSO, from another targeted municipality. The formal 

CSO partner must have a formal partnership with the local self-government from that 

same municipality.   

 

5. What are the general selection criteria for funding? 

The following criteria will be considered for the selection of three initiatives: 

• Legal entity: applicant is a civil-society organization (CSO) registered in one of the 

following municipalities and cities: Priboj, Požega, Užice, Sremski Karlovci, Pirot, Žaječar, 

Bor, Knjaževac, Apatin and Sombor 

• Multi-actor-partnership: the application should be submitted in formal partnership with 

local self-government (one or more), as noted in the section 4. Additional partnerships 

with other stakeholders, e.g. private sector, education institutions, other CSOs, media will 

be considered as an advantage.  

• Cross-sectoral approach: the application should clearly outline how the initiative will 

tackle at least two areas of interventions. Ensuring a cross-sectoral approach and 

advancing the achievement of multiple SDGs will be considered as an advantage when 

assessing the applications. 

• Innovation component: the application should clearly outline the innovative component 

of the proposed initiative. 



 

 

• LNOB and Gender Equality Principle: proposals should be developed based on the 

Leave No One Behind (LNOB) and Gender equality Principle, ensuring equal opportunities 

of access to the proposed activities. 

• COVID-19: interventions should consider the challenges and consequences imposed by 

the pandemic. 

• Sustainability: the application should clearly outline which steps will be taken, during and 

after the implementation period to ensure the project's impact will continue after the GIZ 

funding. 

• Timeframe: the initiative should last up to 12 months.   

• Budget: the required funding amount will range up to 30,000 EUR. 

• Own contribution: the budget application form includes an own financial contribution 

cash or in-kind of at least 5% of the overall budget. 

6. Language: proposals should be submitted in Serbian language.  

 

 

 

 


